Lonar lake (19 0 59'N-74 0 34'E) is situated in Mehkar taluka of Buldhana district of Maharashtra. This is the only crater in basaltic rock formed by the meteoritic impact in India, ranking third largest in the world. The Lonar crater has a circular outline with a diameter of 1830m and a depth of 150m with steep vertical slopes. The temperature fluctuates between 27 0 -45 0 C from winter to summer and rainfall from 500 to 800mm.
Voluminous information has been generated on the geochemistry and water quality parameters of this unique lake system (Badve et al., 1993) . Very few works have been done on the flora and fauna of this habitat. A report prepared by the Econet, Pune (Anonymous, 1999) , listed 36 species of birds from the region. The nomenclature and classification is after Manakadan & Pittie (2001) .
While conducting hydrobiological studies on the Lonar Lake from 1-7 November 2000, we observed and maintained a record of the birds of the area from different habitats, including inhabited open areas, scrub jungles of the slopes, the saline lake and its basins. Birds observed in these habitats were segregated into Common (C), Uncommon (UC), Rare (R) and Not Found (NF) categories based on their occurrence during the survey. The characteristics of the three important habitats are as follows.
(i) Crater basin and lake: The lake is mostly circular in shape except on its north-eastern side, where siltation caused by the Dhara (a perennial stream) has created small mudflats. The shallow nature of the habitat has provided good growth of aquatic reeds and sedges dominated by Typha angustifolia, Fimbristylis sp., Cyperus sp., etc. The most striking feature of the lake is its extreme salinity and high alkalinity (pH above 10.5) due to the confined nature of the lake, bounded by the crater wall. Average depth of the lake varies from 2m in summer to 4m in rainy season. The flat lake basin area is covered with natural forests in some parts, while some parts are planted with Eucalyptus sp., Delonyx regia, Polyalthia longifolia, Leucaena leucocephala, Prosopis juliflora, etc. by the afforestation programme of the forest department. There is a 21ha patch of cultivated land of banana and other vegetables at the base of the ravine fed by the perennial streams.
(ii) Slopes of the crater: The slopes of the crater are quite steep and descend to an average depth of 136m as measured from the crest of the rim. The eastern slopes are gentler with a broad gully formation in the north-eastern part towards Lonar town, where a perennial spring originates and flows into the crater. The two main streams are Dhara and Sita-Nahani. The slopes are covered with bushy vegetation over most of the parts. The vegetation appears to be of a stunted form and completely deciduous in nature, dominated with Butea monosperma, Aegle marmelos, Zizyphus oenoplia, Lantana camara, Cassia auriculata, Capparis sp. etc.
(iii) The rim and outside crater: The Lonar crater has a 30m high rim with a diameter averaging 1830m at the rim crest; the northeastern side is much open. The outside of the crater has very gentle slopes, which eventually merges with the surrounding countryside interspersed with agricultural lands.
Even though the Lonar crater has a very small area, the diversity of different micro-ecosystems and the micro-climatic conditions accommodates a total of 110 species of birds belonging to 41 families (Table 1 ). Of these, 22 are migratory, 80 are residents and eight are considered to be local migrants (Abdulali, 1981) . The number of species recorded was high on the rim and outside the crater (91), followed by slopes of the crater (89) and 35 species from the lake and its basin. Birds such as Small Blue Kingfisher, White-breasted Kingfisher, Small Bee-eater, Common Swallow, Wire-tailed Swallow, Redrumped Swallow, Indian Great Reed Warbler, Blyths Reed Warbler, Paddyfield Pipit, Richards Pipit, Grey Wagtail and Large Pied Wagtail were generalists present in all the three habitats. A good number of Indian Peafowl were observed mainly on the slopes of the crater.
Migratory waterfowls such as Brahminy Shelduck, Northern Shoveller, Marsh Sandpiper, Green Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper and Common Sandpiper were found to be using the lake basin area for foraging. Even though the lake water is without fish species, some piscivorous species like little cormorants, egrets and herons inhabit the lake water area. Even though the lake water is highly saline, freshwater bird species such as Green Sandpiper and duck species were found to use the lake as a foraging ground. Presence of these species is due to the inflow of the perennial freshwater streams at the northeastern area of the lake.
A roosting population of waterfowls including herons, egrets and ibises were observed on the north-eastern lake basin area. The bushy growth of Prosopis juliflora and Acacia sp. was observed to accommodate as much as 1000s of waterfowls to the area. The roosting birds were observed to arrive by 17.50hr and occupy the roost by 18.40hr. Most of them were seen coming from the eastern and north-eastern direction. Their return flight started from early morning by 05.50hr and lasted up to 07.15hrs. The roost was dominated with Median Egrets followed by Little Egrets, Pond Herons, Cattle Egrets, Large Egrets and White Ibis. 
